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Day 1  ARRIVE AUCKLAND – CHRISTCHURCH  
 
 Arrive in Auckland on flight (details to be advised).   
 

 After claiming your luggage (carts are available free of charge) and completing Customs and 
Immigration formalities, exit the Customs Hall where you will be met by an ID New Zealand 
representative and be transferred to the domestic terminal for your flight to Christchurch 
(details to be advised). 

 
 On arrival in Christchurch, you will collect your rental vehicle from the Christchurch Airport 
Depot.     

 
 The dive to Otahuna Lodge is approximately 20 minutes.     
 
 Stay at: Otahuna Lodge in a Standard Suite  
 Includes; pre dinner drinks and canapés, dinner and wine pairing, and breakfast. 
  

Christchurch is the South Island's largest city. Sprawling out across the Canterbury Plains, 
Christchurch was incorporated as a city in 1862.  It was named after the Oxford College 
attended by John Robert Godley, leader of the settlers arriving in the first four ships to arrive 
in Christchurch.   
 
Christchurch is said to be the most English city outside England.  The River Avon meanders 
through the city and its banks provide a popular lunchtime retreat.  Cathedral Square is a 
place to relax and take in the proportions of the stone-built Cathedral. 
 
The city has a backdrop of the Southern Alps and long, ocean beaches are only a short drive 
away.  The Port Hills are well worth a visit, for the dramatic views they give of the 
surrounding areas.    
 
The Port of Lyttelton and Akaroa, the only French settlement in the country are also close by. 
Christchurch is a charming city, a garden city with many parks within its bounds.   Most 
notable is Hagley Park (200ha).  Pride of the city is the impressive Town Hall, a modern 
structure and the Queen Elizabeth II Park Stadium built for the 1974 Commonwealth Games. 

 
 The rest of your afternoon is at leisure.  
 
 
 
Day 2  CHRISTCHURCH  
 
 Today you will have a full day at leisure.  
 

 There are a great deal of things you can do today however (due to the distance you have 
travelled) it is recommended that you wait until you have arrived to make plans.  The lodge 
staff are very knowledgeable and will be able to assist you in making any bookings.  

 
 

 
Day 3  CHRISTCHURCH – KAIKOURA  
 

 This morning drive to Kaikoura, this will take approximately 2 hours, 35 minutes.  It is 114 
miles.  

 
 It is suggested that you stop in the Waipara area where you can enjoy lunch in one of the 
nearby wineries.  
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Day 3  CHRISTCHURCH – KAIKOURA – continued  

 
 As you arrive in Kaikoura you will travel directly through the town and continue north for 
about 7 miles crossing over the Hapuku River Bridge and check into your accommodation.   

 
 Stay at:  Hapuku Lodge in a Lodge Suite 
 Includes; breakfast  

 
 Once you have checked in and set down your bags you will return to the town centre and 
check in for your Whale Watch tour.  

 
 Check in for your Whale watch cruise. You need to allow 3.5 hours for this tour from check 
in.  
 
The seaside settlement of Kaikoura, situated midway between Christchurch and Picton on 
the rugged east coast of New Zealand's South Island, is overlooked by majestic mountains, 
which are snow-capped for many months of the year. 
 
This unique combination of ocean and mountains offers stunning coastal alpine scenery and 
a host of eco-tourism oriented activities, including Whale watching, Dolphin swimming, 
walks, and much more.  

 
 You may wish to stay in town for a casual dinner tonight or return to the lodge.  
 
 
 
Day 4  KAIKOURA  
 
 After breakfast this morning return to Kaikoura town and the Encounter Kaikoura office.  
 
 Check in for your Swimming with the Dolphins tour which departs at 8.30am.  This tour is 3 

to 3.5 hours long.  
 
 You will have time to get lunch in town before your next tour.  
 
 Check in for your Albatross Encounter tour which departs at 1.00pm.  This tour is 2 to 2.5 

hours long.  
 
 
 
Day 5 KAIKOURA – BLENHEIM  
 
 Today it is suggested that you depart early to take full advantage of your day in Blenheim.  
 
 Drive to Blenheim takes approximately 1 hour, 50 minutes.  It is 80 miles.  
 

 On arrival make your way to the Blenheim information centre where your will join your 
afternoon tour of this wine region.  

 
  Depart from the Blenheim information centre.  
 

 Head out into the stunning Marlborough wine region for a very enjoyable and informative 
afternoon of divine wine and food tastings.  

 
 Drop off back at the Blenheim information centre.  
 
 Following your tour check into your accommodation where you will have dinner tonight.   
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Day 5 KAIKOURA – BLENHEIM - continued 
 
 Stay at:  Herzog Vineyard Cottage 

 Includes; 5-course degustation dinner and a breakfast basket.  Plus you will get a 
personalised tour of the boutique winery and meet the Head Chef.  

 
Blenheim is the capital of Marlborough and is known throughout New Zealand as one of the 
sunniest towns in the country. One of the highlights is beautiful Pollard Park which has 
beautiful gardens. There is also Brayshaw Park which  is  operated  by  four different  
organisations  known  as  The Marlborough  Historical  Society,  The  Vintage  Farm 
Machinery  Society,  The  Vintage Car Club and The Marlborough  Associated  Modellers  
each operating  different parts of the park and Beavertown  which is a replica of Blenheim's 
main street from the 1860 era. 

 
The region is known for the wines produced and has a number of very high quality producers 
who have achieved world-wide recognition. 

 
 
 
Day 6  BLENHEIM – NELSON (VIA PICTON)  
 
  Depart Blenheim 
 
 Your drive to Picton is only 25 minutes (17 miles).  
 
  Check in for your Eco tour at Waikawa Bay Wharf.  This tour departs at 8.00am.  
 

 This is a fabulous voyage, a unique Marlborough Sounds experience. Cruise around Cape 
Jackson, the outermost extremity of Queen Charlotte Sound; witness the thrill of crossing the 
reef where the Pacific and Cook Strait tides converge, feel the raw power of Mother Nature 
as it surges around the picturesque lighthouse that clings to an offshore pinnacle. We then 
steam up into Port Gore, a very isolated, mystical inlet that is steeped in Maori history. 

 
 Our first stop is at the old gold mines, hard to believe that men would mine in such a 
foreboding place. Then on to the site of Kupe's Footprints, where legend says he lived with 
his family 1000 years ago, and left their footprints behind to bear witness, embedded in 
granite are men, women, children and dog prints. 

 
 Discover the hidden boat harbour, fresh water running down the moss covered rock face, 
sea food along the rocks and trees that are hundreds of years old. "This is a place that 
legends are made of, feel the atmosphere." 

 
  Return to Picton and continue on to Nelson.  
 
 Your drive to Nelson is 1 hour, 35 minutes (68 miles).  
 
 On arrival check into your accommodation  
 
 Stay at:  Atholwood—Luxury Country Accommodation in a Suite room 
 Includes; breakfast   
 
 The rest of your evening is at leisure.  
 

Nelson is the commercial and industrial centre and port for a vast hinterland of fertile 
productive region noted for fruit growing and wine production.  It has a mild and benevolent 
climate and has one of the highest amounts of sunshine in the country.   
 
 



ID Tours New Zealand Ltd 
NEW ZEALAND ITINERARY FOR 

 
25 Days Christchurch to Auckland  

 

Updated at 14:26 on 29/11/10  Page 4 of 12 
 

 

 
Day 6  BLENHEIM – NELSON (VIA PICTON) – continued  
 

The most prominent building is Christ Church Cathedral which dominates the central city 
area.  Also worth a visit is the Suter Art Gallery.  Nelson has many old, preserved buildings 
including a magnificently restored tow-storey cob house.  There are many places of natural 
beauty around the city including good swimming beaches. 

 
 
 
Day 7  NELSON  
 
 Today you will have a full day at leisure.  
 

 If you would like some suggestions for tours and activities in the area, please let us know as 
we have some suggestions on file.  

 
 
 
Day 8  NELSON – PUNAKAIKI   
 

 This morning drive to Punakaiki, this will take approximately 3 hours, 30 minutes.  It is 152 
miles.  

 
 The West Coast is a beautiful part of our country and you without a doubt will find plenty of 
places to stop and take pictures today.  

 
 As you arrive in Punakaiki make your way to the Punakaiki Resort and check in.   
 
 Stay at: Punakaiki Resort in an Eco Room 
 Includes; breakfast  
 

Dramatic seascapes along the Punakaiki Coast culminate in the amazing stacks of giant 
pancake rock formations and booming blowholes. 
 
Punakaiki is sited at the mouth of the Punakaiki River, 40 km north of Greymouth, on the 
West Coast. This small settlement is well set up for visitors with an information centre, 
tearooms, tavern, motels, lodges and a motor camp. 
 
The Dolomite Point lookout above the famous pancake rocks, is a short walk from the road 
on a paved loop track. You will hear the booming surf long before you set eyes on the 
slender towers that have been weathered to resemble a huge stack of pancakes. 
 
These strange formations are caused by a chemical process. Long ago layers of lime-rich 
mud were deposited on the seabed and then over-lain by weaker sheets of soft mud and 
clay. The seabed was tilted and raised to form coastal cliffs, and wind and water have etched 
out the soft layers to produce the stark relief of stratified formations. The blowholes are the 
result of massive undermining of these weird structures by wave action. High seas surge into 
caverns, causing enough pressure to propel impressive geysers of spume and spray up 
through clefts in the rock. 

 
 
 
Day 9  PUNAKAIKI – FRANZ JOSEF GLACIER    
 

 This morning drive to Franz Josef Glacier, this will take approximately 3 hours, 10 minutes.  
It is 138 miles.  
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Day 9  PUNAKAIKI – FRANZ JOSEF GLACIER – continued     
 

 There are several charming towns to stop at as you continue your journey south including, 
Greymouth, which serves as the final stop for the TranzAlpine train which operates daily 
from and to Christchurch.  Hokitika is also a great place to stop, it has become a colourful 
arts town specialising in Jade (or Pounamu in Maori) and a little gold which is part of the 
town’s history from the Gold mining era.        

 
 Before you arrive in Franz Josef Glacier town Westwood Lodge will be on the left hand side 
of the main highway.  It is located less than a mile north of the main town and there is a 
designated walking path, 15 minutes walk, which can take you to town if you do not want to 
drive.   

 
 Stay at: Westwood Lodge in an Mainhouse Room 
 Includes; breakfast 
 

 The rugged West Coast is hemmed between the Tasman Sea and the imposing Southern 
Alps, making for spectacular contrasts in the surrounding scenery.  

 
 Franz Josef Glacier, found in the stunning Westland National Park, is one of the most 
spectacular glaciers in this region. Combine an awesome scenic helicopter flight over the 
glacier with a unique guided walk amongst the ice caves, pinnacles and seracs of this 
pristine, alpine environment. You'll see the extraordinary colours of the ice-flow from above 
and then up close, on an unforgettable guided walk.  
 
 

 
Day 10  FRANZ JOSEF GLACIER    
 
 This morning you will check in for your Heli-hike tour.  
 

 The Helicopter line offers the Franz Josef Heli Hike in conjunction with Franz Josef Glacier 
Guides who have been operating since 1990 and can trace their heritage back 100 years. 
Your professional guide will lead you into the most spectacular icefall terrain that is usually 
seen only by experienced mountaineers. With a spotless safety record, rigid assessments, 
and using exclusive quality equipment, your safety and enjoyment is taken care of.  

 
 The rest of your day will be at leisure.  
 
 
 
Day 11  FRANZ JOSEF GLACIER    
 
 Today will be a full day at leisure.  
 

 Hopefully you will have had wonderful weather for your Heil-hike yesterday.  Today you may 
wish to take a drive to Fox Glacier and Lake Matheson.  

 
 At Lake Matheson, nature has combined exactly the right ingredients to create truly stunning 
reflections of New Zealand's highest peaks – Mount Cook (Aoraki in Maori) and Mount 
Tasman.  On a calm day the dark brown waters of the lake create the ideal reflective 
surface. (A photographers dream).  

 
 The walk from the car park takes 40 minutes to the pontoon, or 1.5 hours around the lake.  
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Day 12 FRANZ JOSEF GLACIER – WANAKA     
 

 This morning drive to Wanaka, this will take approximately 4 hours, 5 minutes.  It is 178 
miles.  

 
 Today your drive will include the Haast Pass with it's waterfalls dropping from hanging 
valleys into glacial gorges.  The journey continues, leaving beech forest and moving into 
tussock land as the road begins to descend in to skirts scenic Lake Wanaka.  

 
 As you arrive in Wanaka make your way to the Silver Pine Lodge and check in.   
 
 Stay at: Silver Pine Lodge in an Lodge Room 
 Includes; dinner and breakfast  
 
 Lake Wanaka is located right at the heart of the southern lakes and is the gateway to the 

Mount. Aspiring National Park. It is internationally renowned for its glaciers and magnificent 
tramping and climbing. The mountains surrounding the lake provide a winter snow lovers 
paradise featuring top ski fields and heliski facilities and the town itself features a pretty 
shopping village with a wide variety of ambient areas to relax, eat and imbibe. 

 
 
 
Day 13  WANAKA     
 
 Today you will have a full day at leisure.   
 

 At some stage today you may wish to take a drive to the town of Lake Wanaka and do some 
exploring.  
 
 

 
Day 14  WANAKA – QUEENSTOWN      
 

 This morning drive to Queenstown, this will take approximately 1 hour, 45 minutes.  It is 73 
miles.  

 
 On arrival in Queenstown make your way to, Eichardt's Private Hotel, here you can store 
your bags and your vehicle (and possible check the dinner menu for later tonight).  

 
 Make your way to the Steamer Wharf, less than 5 minutes walk from your accommodation.     
 
 Check in at the Real Journey’s office on the Steamer Wharf for your tour to Milford Sound.  

This tour departs at 12.00noon.  
 

 Flying over the Southern Alps between Queenstown and Milford is the ultimate way to 
experience southern New Zealand’s dramatic alpine scenery.  

 
 A hidden landscape unfolds below, revealing glacial lakes, waterfalls, deep valleys and 
cloud-piercing summits. 

  
 The aircraft are specially selected for the mountainous terrain of Fiordland and Mount 
Aspiring National Parks. All the pilots are specifically trained for alpine flying and provide an 
informative commentary along the way. 

 
 On landing at the Milford Sound airstrip you are transferred to the harbour where you board 
your Scenic Cruise 
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Day 14  WANAKA – QUEENSTOWN – continued       

 
The Scenic Cruise vessels have purpose-built observation lounges and large decks, so you 
can be sure you’ll get some great viewing and photo taking opportunities. Keep a look out for 
wildlife such as seals basking on the rocks.   

 
 A picnic lunch will be provided four your enjoyment while watching the scenery drift past.  
 

 During the cruise, the friendly crew provide commentaries in several languages and point 
out highlights such as Mitre Peak and the Pembroke Glacier. 

 
 At the conclusion of your cruise you will be transferred back to the Milford Sound Airstrip for 
your return flight to Queenstown. 

 
 On arrival at the Queenstown Airport you will be transferred to your accommodation.  
 
 Stay at: Eichardt's Private Hotel in a Super-king Suite  
 Includes; breakfast  
 
 In a region of exceptional and diverse beauty, Queenstown, leading resort in the South 

Island, is regarded by inveterate world travellers as one of the premier scenic areas in the 
world.   
 
Backed by steep mountains, Queenstown lies in the curve of Lake Wakatipu at the head of 
its own small horse-shoe shaped bay.  It is the South Island’s principal resort, drawing 
visitors the year round with its lake and mountain scenery, exhilarating climate, changing 
seasons and varied excursion possibilities. 
 
The rest of your afternoon and evening is at leisure.  
 
 

 
Day 15  QUEENSTOWN      
 

 You will need to have an early breakfast at your accommodation this morning before making 
your way back to the Real Journey’s office on the Steamer Wharf.  

 
  Check in for your tour to Doubtful Sound, this departs at 6.55am. 
 

 When you discover Doubtful Sound you will be struck by its silence – a silence broken only 
by birdsong or the rushing of a distant waterfall. 

 
 The beauty and isolation of Doubtful Sound are so compelling that it’s difficult to believe you 
were in civilisation just a few hours earlier. 

 
 A day excursion into this pristine fiord begins with a cruise across beautiful Lake Manapouri 
to West Arm. You will then board a coach and travel the sub-alpine road over Wilmot Pass, 
pausing along the way to experience the dense Fiordland rainforest and view Doubtful 
Sound glistening far below. 

 
 On arrival in Doubtful Sound, board our spacious catamaran Patea Explorer for a three-hour 
cruise through some of the fiord’s most stunning scenery. Throughout the cruise, a specialist 
nature guide provides commentary, answers questions and points out highlights. 

 
 Wildlife sightings are common in Doubtful Sound. Fur seals bask on rocky outcrops and the 
fiord’s resident pod of bottlenose dolphins are often seen roving through the deep, dark 
waters. 
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Day 15  QUEENSTOWN – continued       
 
 A picnic lunch will be provided four your enjoyment while watching the scenery drift past.  
 

 At the conclusion of your cruise you will be collected from Deep Cove by Helicopter.  The 
Helicopter flight is the ultimate way to view the spectacular alpine scenery including glaciers, 
rivers, lakes and rainforest.  

 
 The Helicopter will leave the fiord and take you on a scenic flight over the Kepler Mountains, 
the southern end of Lake Te Anau, Mavora Lakes and Vonn Valley before landing at 
Queenstown Airport.  

 
 On arrival at the Queenstown Airport you will be transferred to your accommodation (3 hours 

before the coach’s return).  
 
 The rest of your afternoon and evening is at leisure.  
 
 
 
Day 16  QUEENSTOWN      
 

 After breakfast at your accommodation make your way to the Queenstown Information 
Centre which is just a short walk from your accommodation.  

 
 Check in at the Dart River Jet Safari counter for your tour today.  This is located in the 

Queenstown Info Centre located on the corner of Camp & Shotover Street.   
 
  Board your coach and depart Queenstown for Glenorchy and your tour.  
 

 Depart for Glenorchy at the head of Lake Wakatipu.  Here, join the back-road bus for a drive 
through the remote rural landscapes of the Rees Valley.  At the end of the road, undertake a 
short walk through ancient forests of the Mount Aspiring National Park to Chinaman’s Bluff.   

 
 At this point guests will board a jet boat for a breathtaking scenic trip up the Dart River into 
the pristine country of the Mount Aspiring National Park. The jet boat is the only means of 
entering this wilderness area, and the number of passengers allowed to visit on a daily basis 
is strictly controlled by the Department of Conservation.   

 
 The Dart River Safari is more than a jet boat ride - it's a World Heritage eco-journey into the 
heart of wilderness New Zealand.  Navigating deep into the alpine corridor of Mount Aspiring 
National Park, the challenging grandeur of the mountains and valleys will leave a lasting 
impression.  Discover ice-capped mountains and glaciers, cascading waterfalls and crystal 
clear streams and pools, all while enjoying the thrill of being aboard a purpose-built jet boat.   

 
 Following the excursion, guests will transfer back to Queenstown. 
 
 The rest of your afternoon and evening is at leisure.   
 
 
 
Day 17  QUEENSTOWN – WELLINGTON – WHAREKAUHAU        
 

 Today you will be at leisure until the appropriate time when you will return your vehicle to the 
Queenstown airport before boarding your flight (details to be advised). 

 
 On arrival in Wellington, you will collect your rental vehicle from the Wellington Airport Depot.     
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Day 17  QUEENSTOWN – WELLINGTON – WHAREKAUHAU – continued         
 
 The dive to Wharekauhau Lodge is approximately 1 hour and 30 minutes.   
 
NOTE: It is also possible to helicopter to the lodge and collect your rental car from here, please ask 

for the additional cost if this is of interest.    
 
 Stay at: Wharekauhau Lodge and Country Estate in a Cottage Suite  

 Includes; gourmet dinner, pre-dinner drinks and canapés, full breakfast and 
complimentary non-alcoholic drinks/ tea and coffee/ fruits and baking.  

 
 The rest of your afternoon is at leisure before dinner at the lodge.  
 
 
 
Day 18  WHAREKAUHAU       
 
 After breakfast this morning you will enjoy a Wharekauhau Farm Tour. 
 

 No visit to Wharekauhau is complete without a tour of the surrounding farm. Bordered by the 
Rimutaka Ranges and Pacific Ocean, this classic New Zealand Romney sheep station 
features all the activities that have created New Zealand’s legendary farming heritage, 
including sheep shearing demonstrations, sheep dogs in action and daily farm events. 

 
This working sheep station tour is an absolute must for all Wharekauhau Visitors. Explore 
the far reaches of the farm and surrounding forest in a comfortable late model 4-wheel drive 
vehicle. 

 
 At the conclusion of your farm tour you will get to enjoy a thrill ride on the ATV Quad bikes.  
 

 Ideal for the adventurous, these bikes are loads of fun. A great way to travel along the black 
sand beaches, over scenic riverbanks and along open fields. After 20 minutes of tuition, 
enjoy wonderful views and local scenery in the company of an experienced guide. Protective 
clothing is provided. 

 
 The rest of your afternoon is at leisure before dinner at the lodge.  
 
 
 
Day 19 WHAREKAUHAU – HAWKE’S BAY        
 

 This morning drive to Hawke’s Bay, this will take approximately 4 hours, 20 minutes.  It is 
185 miles.  

 
 Travel by way of Featherston, Greytown and Carterton before joining State Highway two, 
which you will stay on until you reach Hawke’s Bay.  

 
 As you arrive in the Hawke’s Bay region you will may your hay to Hastings and Greenhill 
Lodge and check in.   

 
 Stay at: Greenhill Lodge in a King Room 
 Includes; breakfast  
 
 The twin cities of Napier and Hastings, located within the region of Hawke’s Bay on the East 

Coast of New Zealand’s North Island, are quite unique. 
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Day 19 WHAREKAUHAU – HAWKE’S BAY  - continued       

 
The area is blessed with a Californian-Mediterranean climate.  The area is dotted with 
colourful vineyards and orchards, with some of the most fertile farmland you will see.  

 
 In 1931 a two and a half minute earthquake destroyed the city of Napier. Rebuilding began 

almost immediately in the architectural style of the time - Art Deco. Napier is now classed as 
the newest city in the world, offering a marvellous, world-renown, collection of Art Deco 
buildings. 

 
Within the region are more than twenty of New Zealand’s finest vineyards, many of which 
are open to the public. The Hastings area is often referred to as the “Fruitbowl of New 
Zealand.” Among the attractions in the area are the Gannet Colony at Cape Kidnappers, the 
Hawke’s Bay Aquarium, the Spanish Mission and Art Deco architecture, gardens and bush 
walks. 

 
 The rest of your afternoon and evening is at leisure.   
 
  
 
Day 20  HAWKE’S BAY        
 
 Today will be a full day at leisure.  
 

 You may wish to visit some of the award winning wineries of this region today, if you wish to 
do this as part of the tour please let us know as we would be happy to make suggestions.  

 
 
 
Day 21  HAWKE’S BAY – TAUPO         
 

 This morning drive to Taupo, this will take approximately 2 hours, 30 minutes.  It is 100 
miles.  

 
 On arrival in Taupo make your way to, Huka Lodge (10 minutes north of the town), here you 
can store your bags and your vehicle before proceeding to the Helipad.   

 
NOTE:  It is suggested that you stop for lunch in Lake Taupo.  
 
  Board your Helicopter for and exclusive tour of White Island and Mt. Tarawera.  
 

 Helicopter to White Island and land for an approx. 1-hour guided walk in the crater of New 
Zealand’s most active volcano. White Island was once home to workers who mined the 
island for sulphur, and remains of this activity are still visible today. This 3.5-hour trip takes 
you from Huka Lodge via the Waikato River on to White Island, 25 miles off the Bay of Plenty 
coast. During your trip you will also have the exclusive opportunity of a breathtaking landing 
on the summit of Mt. Tarawera, a dormant volcano that last erupted in 1886. Closed and 
sturdy footwear is recommended. Landing is dependent on weather and levels of volcanic 
activity. 

 
  When you return to the lodge you will be checked in and shown to your room.  
 
 Stay at:  Huka Lodge in a Lodge Room 

 Includes; pre-dinner drinks, a five-course dinner and full country-style breakfast. Plus 
use of all Lodge facilities 
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Day 21  HAWKE’S BAY – TAUPO  - continued        

 
 Situated in the volcanic heart of the North Island, the Lake Taupo region is home to New 
Zealand's largest fresh water lake, fascinating geothermal areas and the famous Huka Falls. 
 
Visitors come for the scenery and action-packed adventure, which are accompanied by a 
genuinely friendly local culture. The lakeside community is alive with great places to eat, 
drink and party. 
 
Lake Taupo's geothermal attractions include geysers, steaming craters and boiling mud 
pools. Other special experiences include the walk to Huka Falls, a game of golf at Wairakei 
and kayaking to the Maori carvings at Mine Bay. 

 
 The rest of your afternoon is at leisure before dinner at the lodge.  
 
 
 
Day 22  TAUPO         
 
 Today will be a full day at leisure.  
 
 You may wish to take some time to relax and enjoy the lodge environment.  
 
 
 
Day 23  TAUPO – AUCKLAND (VIA ROTORUA) – WAIHEKE ISLAND           
 

 The drive to Auckland takes approximately 4 hours.  It is 173 miles.  We suggest that you 
leave early to allow some time in Rotorua before you continue north. 

 
 You should aim to leave Rotorua by 1.00pm to allow enough time to return your rental 
Vehicle and transfer to the Waiheke Island ferry. From Rotorua you should allow 3 hours and 
30 minutes. 

 
 Once you have returned your vehicle to the Auckland City Depot you will be transferred to 
the Ferry Terminal.  

 
 The ferry sailings depart frequently and take 35 minutes to cross the Hauraki Gulf.    
 
 On arrival you will be met by lodge staff and transferred to your accommodation.   
 
 Stay at: Delamore Lodge in a King Room 

 Includes; pre dinner drinks and hors d’oeuvres, 4 course dinner and gourmet 
breakfast.  

 
 Waiheke Island is a picturesque blend of farmland, forest, beaches, vineyards and olive 
groves. Located in the Hauraki Gulf of New Zealand, it is only 35 minutes by ferry from 
downtown Auckland. There is a great range of activities on Waiheke including sightseeing, 
mountain biking, sea kayaking, vineyard & winery tours and much more. 

 
 Tonight enjoy dinner at the lodge.  
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Day 24 WAIHEKE ISLAND           
 

 This morning after a leisurely breakfast you will be collected from your accommodation for 
an exclusive tour of Waiheke Island.  

 
 Your tour today will be at your discretion and you can see and do only the things you want 
to.  It will be concluded with lunch at one of the local winery restaurants before you are 
transferred back to your accommodation.   
 
The rest of your afternoon is at leisure before dinner at the lodge.  
 
 

 
Day 25 WAIHEKE ISLAND – AUCKLAND – DEPART  
  
 Your time is free until the appropriate time when lodge staff will transfer you to the Waiheke 

Ferry.  
 

Following the 35 minute ferry to Auckland you will be met and transferred to the Auckland 
International Airport for your departure flight.  
 

 Depart Auckland on flight to be advised. 
 
 
 


